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33rd ANNUAL ANIMAL BEHAVIOR CONFERENCE33rd ANNUAL ANIMAL BEHAVIOR CONFERENCE
March 27–28, 2026March 27–28, 2026

Plenary SpeakerPlenary Speaker
Dr. Andrés Bendesky

Zuckerman Mind Brain 
Behavior Institute, 

Columbia University

“The evolution of social 
behaviors in nature and  

under domestication”

Keynote SpeakerKeynote Speaker
Dr. Jeffrey Alberts 

Psychological and Brain 
Sciences, Indiana University

“Autonomy, synchrony, and  
symbiosis: an emergent view  
of behavioral development”



32nd Annual Animal Behavior Conference 32nd Annual Animal Behavior Conference 
March 28–29, 2025March 28–29, 2025

Plenary Speaker

Dr. Alison Bell
Department of Evolution, 
Ecology and Behavior
University of Illinois  
Urbana-Champaign

"The proximate basis of  
evolutionary divergence in  
paternal care in sticklebacks"

Keynote Speaker

Dr. André Franco
O'Neill School of Public  
and Environmental Affairs
Indiana University  
Bloomington

"It’s a zoo beneath our feet!  
The ecology of soil invertebrates 
and their functions in changing 
ecosystems"
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31st Annual
ANIMAL
BEHAVIOR
CONFERENCE

Plenary Speaker
Maydianne Andrade

University Professor
Canada Research Chair

Department of Biological Sciences 
University of Toronto

“Control, Context, & Choosiness: 
Flipping the lens to see female 

plasticity in widow spiders”

Keynote Speaker
David Polly

Professor
Department Chair

Dept of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences
Indiana University

“Ambush! The evolutionary and 
ecological origins of cat predatory 

behaviors in the fossil record”
 

March 29 – 30, 2024



30th Annual
Animal Behavior Conference

Indiana University Bloomington 
March 31 – April 1, 2023

Artwork created by AI

Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Justin N. Wood 
Indiana University

“Using video games to reverse 
engineer animal intelligence”

Plenary Speaker 
Dr. Vanessa Ezenwa 

Yale University
“In sickness and in health: complex  

effects of social behavior on  
infectious disease”



29th Annual Animal Behavior Conference
25th – 26th March 2022

Indiana University Bloomington 

Plenary Speaker

“‘The medicine of life’: social life and survival in wild 
primates”

Dr. Susan C. Alberts
Distinguished Professor of Biology

Duke University

Keynote Speaker

“Current and potential findings on species diversity in the 
genetic and neuroendocrine regulation of sexually 

dimorphic communication in electric fish”

Dr. Troy Smith
Associate Professor of Biology

Indiana University



Keynote Speaker

Dr. Michael D. Wasserman
Assistant Professor

Indiana University - Bloomington

The fig and the bean: How 
primates’ two most consumed 
plant families interact with their 

endocrine system.

Plenary Speaker

Dr. Karen L. Bales
Professor of Psychology

University of California - Davis

Basic and Translational 
Neuroscience of Social Bonds
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